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AGENCY: Division of Procurement Services   
                                                                                                                                                        
SUBJECT: South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation – Exempt the South Carolina Vocational 

Rehabilitation Department’s (SCVRD) acquisition of specialized supplies, 
information technology, medical needs, and services which are individualized for 
each customer from the Chief Procurement Officer’s area of responsibility and 
from the purchasing procedures of the Procurement Code. 

 
The South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department (SCVRD) provides children, 
youth, and adults (consumers) with quality individualized vocational rehabilitation services, 
which lead to competitive employment and/or social and economic independence. Per 
governing Federal Regulations, SCVRD staff work with each Consumer to develop a set of 
goals for competitive employment and/or social and economic independence and to select 
the supplies, information technology, medical needs, and other services needed to achieve 
those goals.  
 
Per 34 CFR 361.46, “each individualized plan for employment must include a description of 
the specific employment outcome, as defined in § 361.5(c)(15), that is chosen by the eligible 
individual and is consistent with the individual's unique strengths, resources, priorities, 
concerns, abilities, capabilities, career interests, and informed choice” (34 CFR 361.52). The 
individualized plan includes “a description of the specific rehabilitation services needed to 
achieve the employment outcome, including, as appropriate, the provision of assistive 
technology devices, assistive technology services, and personal assistance services, 
including training in the management of those services.” Services may also include 
assessments for determining an individual’s eligibility for services and rehabilitation, 
assistive technology, and training needs. The individualized plan must also “include a 
description of the entity or entities chosen by the eligible individual or, as appropriate, the 
individual's representative that will provide the vocational rehabilitation services and the 
methods used to procure those services.” While the supplies, information technology, and 
services may not always be customized, they are selected based on the needs of the 
individual consumer. Any supplies/equipment (assistive technology, information 
technology, etc.) purchased by the agency for a consumer are owned by that consumer. 
Because no two consumers are alike, the needs vary, and each consumer will receive 
services required to address their specific situation.  
 
SCVRD’s mandate is to enable the consumer to start working towards his/her goals as soon 
as possible. These goals are developed to include providing the necessary supplies, 
information technology, and services promptly. Per the Rehabilitation Services 
Administration, which oversees the federal programs offered by SCVRD, “VR agencies 
should eliminate delays in the referral and application process, thereby expediting 
engagement and facilitating rapid access to VR services” (RSA-Technical Assistance 
Circular 24-01).  
 
The supplies, information technology, medical needs, and services needed by consumers are 
expensive, often exceeding the no competition threshold of the Procurement Code. The 
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written requests for three written quote procedures take time and are not always effective. 
Sources of appropriate supplies, information technology, medical needs, or services are 
often limited, and SCVRD may have difficulty obtaining three bona fide quotes. Therefore, 
the SCVRD often must resort to advertised solicitation of quotes, bids, or proposals. Even if 
there is only one source of supply, SCVRD must go through the sole source procurement 
process. These processes delay SCVRD’s provision of supplies, information technology, 
medical needs, or services to the consumer thus delaying the consumer’s ability to work 
toward the achievement of his/her goals in an expeditious manner. Therefore, SCVRD 
requests an exemption from the Procurement Code giving it the flexibility to obtain the most 
appropriate individualized supplies, information technology, medical needs, or services for 
each consumer in a manner that is efficient and timely and will enable the consumer to work 
towards his/her goals swiftly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                      
AUTHORITY ACTION REQUESTED:  
 
Under authority of S.C. Code Section 11-35-710, exempt the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department (SCVRD) from purchasing supplies, information technology, and 
services for people (consumers) with disabilities through the Chief Procurement Officer’s area of 
responsibility where such supplies, information technology, or services are acquired to enable 
consumers to achieve their goals for competitive employment and/or social and economic 
independence. Further, exempt SCVRD’s acquisition of such supplies, information technology, 
and services from the purchasing procedures of the Procurement Code. 
                                                                                                                                                       
ATTACHMENTS:   
 
Agenda item worksheet and attachment 
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STATE FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY AUTHORITY 
AGENDA ITEM WORKSHEET 

 
 

Meeting Scheduled for: 6/16/2026     Regular Agenda 
 

 

1. Submitted by:  
 (a) Agency: SFAA, Division of Procurement Services    
 (b) Authorized Official Signature:                                                      John St. C. White 
                                                                                                                  Materials Management Officer 
                                                                                                                  Division of Procurement Svcs  

 
2. Subject: South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation – Exempt the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department’s (SCVRD) acquisition of specialized supplies, information technology, 
medical needs, and services which are individualized for each customer from the Chief Procurement 
Officer’s area of responsibility and from the purchasing procedures of the Procurement Code. 
. 

 
3. Summary and Background Information: 
SCVRD provides children, youth, and adults (consumers) with quality individualized vocational 
rehabilitation services, which lead to competitive employment and/or social and economic 
independence. Per governing Federal Regulations, SCVRD staff work with each Consumer to 
develop a set of goals for competitive employment and/or social and economic independence and 
to select the supplies, information technology, medical needs, and other services needed to achieve 
those goals.  

Per 34 CFR 361.46, “each individualized plan for employment must include a description of the 
specific employment outcome, as defined in § 361.5(c)(15), that is chosen by the eligible 
individual and is consistent with the individual's unique strengths, resources, priorities, concerns, 
abilities, capabilities, career interests, and informed choice” (34 CFR 361.52). The individualized 
plan includes “a description of the specific rehabilitation services needed to achieve the 
employment outcome, including, as appropriate, the provision of assistive technology devices, 
assistive technology services, and personal assistance services, including training in the 
management of those services.” Services may also include assessments for determining an 
individual’s eligibility for services and rehabilitation, assistive technology, and training needs. The 
individualized plan must also “include a description of the entity or entities chosen by the eligible 
individual or, as appropriate, the individual's representative that will provide the vocational 
rehabilitation services and the methods used to procure those services.” While the supplies, 
information technology, and services may not always be customized, they are selected based on 
the needs of the individual consumer. Any supplies/equipment (assistive technology, information 
technology, etc.) purchased by the agency for a consumer are owned by that consumer. Because 
no two consumers are alike, the needs vary, and each consumer will receive services required to 
address their specific situation.  

SCVRD’s mandate is to enable the consumer to start working towards his/her goals as soon as 
possible. These goals are developed to include providing the necessary supplies, information 
technology, and services promptly. Per the Rehabilitation Services Administration, which oversees 
the federal programs offered by SCVRD, “VR agencies should eliminate delays in the referral and 
application process, thereby expediting engagement and facilitating rapid access to VR services” 
(RSA-Technical Assistance Circular 24-01).  
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The supplies, information technology, medical needs, and services needed by consumers are 
expensive, often exceeding the no competition threshold of the Procurement Code. The written 
requests for three written quote procedures take time and are not always effective. Sources of 
appropriate supplies, information technology, medical needs, or services are often limited, and 
SCVRD may have difficulty obtaining three bona fide quotes. Therefore, the SCVRD often must 
resort to advertised solicitation of quotes, bids, or proposals. Even if there is only one source of 
supply, SCVRD must go through the sole source procurement process. These processes delay 
SCVRD’s provision of supplies, information technology, medical needs, or services to the 
consumer thus delaying the consumer’s ability to work toward the achievement of his/her goals in 
an expeditious manner. Therefore, SCVRD requests an exemption from the Procurement Code 
giving it the flexibility to obtain the most appropriate individualized supplies, information 
technology, medical needs, or services for each consumer in a manner that is efficient and timely 
and will enable the consumer to work towards his/her goals swiftly.  

4. What is the Authority asked to do? Under authority of S.C. Code Section 11-35-710, exempt 
SCVRD from purchasing supplies, information technology, and services for people (consumers) with 
disabilities through the Chief Procurement Officer’s area of responsibility where such supplies, information 
technology, or services are acquired to enable consumers to achieve their goals for competitive employment 
and/or social and economic independence. Further, exempt SCVRD’s acquisition of such supplies, 
information technology, and services from the purchasing procedures of the Procurement Code.

5. What is recommendation of the submitting agency involved? Grant SCVRD’s requested 
exemption as set forth in item four above.

6. Private Participant Disclosure – Check one:
☒ No private participants will be known at the time the Authority considers this agenda item.
☐ A Private Participant Disclosure form has been attached for each private participant.

As referenced on the Disclosure forms, a private participant is a natural person or non-governmental
legal entity which may directly benefit from, and is participating in or directly associated with, the
requested approval.

7. Recommendation of other office (as required)? Approve the Authority action requested.

(a) Authorized Signature:  __________________________________________________________
(b) Office Name:

8. List of Supporting Documents:
A - Sections 11-35-710
B - Request from South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 

9. Upload Agenda Item Worksheet and supporting documentation in PDF and native format to the
SFAA Authority File Drop.  Supporting documentation should include all related agreements or
approval requests (e.g., leases, contracts, permanent improvements, indebtedness, agenda items),
either current or anticipated; or provide affirmation from the submitting agency that there are no
related transactions.



SECTION 11-35-710. Exemptions. 

(A) The board, upon the recommendation of the chief procurement officer, may exempt
governmental bodies from purchasing certain items through the respective chief procurement officer's 
area of responsibility. The board may exempt specific supplies, services, information technology, or 
construction from the purchasing procedures required in this chapter and for just cause by unanimous 
written decision limit or may withdraw exemptions provided for in this section. The following 
exemptions are granted from this chapter: 

(1) the construction, maintenance, and repair of bridges, highways, and roads; vehicle
and road equipment maintenance and repair; and other emergency-type parts or equipment utilized by 
the Department of Transportation or the Department of Public Safety; 

(2) the purchase of raw materials by the South Carolina Department of Corrections,
Division of Prison Industries; 

(3) South Carolina State Ports Authority;
(4) Division of Public Railways of the Department of Commerce;
(5) South Carolina Public Service Authority;
(6) expenditure of funds at state institutions of higher learning derived wholly from

athletic or other student contests, from the activities of student organizations, and from the operation 
of canteens and bookstores, except as the funds are used for the procurement of construction, 
architect-engineer, construction-management, and land surveying services; 

(7) livestock, feed, and veterinary supplies;
(8) articles for commercial sale by all governmental bodies;
(9) fresh fruits, vegetables, meats, fish, milk, and eggs;
(10) South Carolina Arts Commission and South Carolina Museum Commission for the

purchase of one-of-a-kind items such as paintings, antiques, sculpture, and similar objects. Before a 
governmental body procures the objects, the head of the purchasing agency shall prepare a written 
determination specifying the need for the objects and the benefits to the State. The South Carolina Arts 
Commission shall review the determination and forward a recommendation to the board for approval; 

(11) published books, periodicals, and technical pamphlets;
(12) South Carolina Research Authority;
(13) the purchase of supplies, services, or information technology by state offices,

departments, institutions, agencies, boards, and commissions or the political subdivisions of this State 
from the South Carolina Department of Corrections, Division of Prison Industries; 

(14) Medical University Hospital Authority, if the Medical University Hospital Authority
has promulgated a procurement process in accordance with its enabling provision; 

(15) if approved in writing by the State Engineer in advance, and if some aspect of the
overall transaction is otherwise approved by the board in advance of the acquisition, an acquisition of 
construction from an eleemosynary corporation or foundation, or a wholly owned business thereof, 
established solely for the governmental body's benefit, but only if the eleemosynary corporation or 
foundation acquires the construction on behalf of or for the use of the governmental body and does so 
pursuant to this code, as required by Section 11-35-40(4). 

(B) The State Fiscal Accountability Authority shall maintain and post publicly a running list of all
currently effective actions taken by the board pursuant to subsection (A). 

Exhibit A



May 7, 2026 

Vocational 

Rehabilitation 
Let's go to work 

Mr. John White, CPO and Office of State Engineer 

SFAA, Division of Procurement Services 

1333 Main Street, Suite 700 

Columbia, SC 29201 

Mr. White: 

South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVRD) provides youth and adults (Consumers) with quality 

individualized vocational rehabilitation services, which lead to competitive employment and/or social and 

economic independence. Per governing Federal Regulations, SCVRD staff work with each Consumer to 

develop a set of goals for competitive employment and/or social and economic independence and to 

select the supplies, information technology, medical needs, and other services needed to achieve those 

goals. Our sister agency, the SC Commission for the Blind, is also tasked with these same regulations for 

their Consumers. 

Per 34 CFR 361.46, "each individualized plan for employment must include a description 

of the specific employment outcome, as defined in§ 361.S(c)(lS), that is chosen by the eligible individual 

and is consistent with the individual's unique strengths, resources, priorities, concerns, abilities, 

capabilities, career interests, and informed choice" (34 CFR 361.52). 

The individualized plan includes "a description of the specific rehabilitation services needed to achieve 

the employment outcome, including as appropriate, the provision of assistive technology devices and 

personal assistance services, including training in the management of those services." 

Services may also include assessments for determining an individual's eligibility for services and 

rehabilitation, assistive technology, and training needs. The individualized plan must also "include a 

description of the entity or entities chosen by the eligible individual or as appropriate, the individual 

representative that will provide the vocational rehabilitation services and the methods used to procure 

those services." 

While the supplies, information technology, medical needs, and services may not always be customized; 

they are selected based on the needs of the individual Consumer. Any supplies/equipment (assistive 

technology, medical needs, information technology, etc.) purchased by the agency for a Consumer are 

owned by that Consumer. Because no two Consumers are alike, the needs vary and each Consumer will 

receive service(s), supplies, assistance (medical or otherwise) required to address their specific situation. 

Felicia W. Johnson, Commissioner 

The South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department prepares and assists 
eligible South Carolinians with disabilities to achieve and maintain competitive employment 

State Office• 1410 Boston Avenue• P.O. Box 15 • West Columbia, South Carolina 29170-0015 • scvrd.net 
803-896-6500 (Office)• 803-896-6553 (TTY)• 800-832-7526 (Toll free)• 803-896-6558 {fax)• info@scvrd.net
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